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direct orders of the Commander-in-Chief in the East. In this way we should have gained a firmer hold on the operations.
The left wing of the gth Army had now been so strengthened that there was no longer cause for anxiety. It could slowly work its way towards the enemy's positions on the Bzura. But this movement was now merely in the nature of a purely frontal attack and not an enveloping movement on bold lines. At the same time, it was possible for us to attack along the whole front including Woyrsch's detachment. The 2nd A.C. had been sent to positions east of Sieradz, and the 48th Res. Div. to reinforce that part of the front held by the Breslau Corps. At the beginning of December, the attack made by the 2nd A.C. was crowned with success, and they pushed forward in the direction of Lodz. It was unfortunate that this success had not come a fortnight earlier.
The Russians evacuated Lodz on December 6th and retired behind the river Miashga. Further south, also, we now gained more ground owing to the enemy having weakened that part of his line in the latter half of November in order to hold Lodz.
On December 15th, Lowicz was taken by our northern wing, and on our front there was further local progress.
South of Cracow, the situation was acute by the end of November. The Austrian Army Staff had urgently asked for a German Division to reinforce the Austrian front. Reluctantly, we sent the 47th Res. Div. From a purely theoretical point of view this appeared to be a mistake—and events proved this to be true. The Division only just arrived in time to save the day. General von Conrad intended enveloping the Russian southern wing from the Carpathians. In order to make this plan possible, he had considerably thinned his front. In the eventful battle for Limanova and Sapanov, from the 3rd to the I4th December, he succeeded in beating the Russians west of the river Dunajec. It was a triumph for the Austro-Hungarian Army after the many reverses they had suffered since the beginning of the war.
Under the pressure of our progress in Poland and Galicia
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